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Save the Date! 
God’s Work Our Hands! 

Sunday, September 17 
 

God’s Work Our Hand’s Sunday is fast approaching.  
Bethlehem, along with other area ELCA churches, will 

join forces once again to go out into our community to 
be the hands and feet of Jesus.   

Watch for more information coming soon! 

LEAVING A LEGACY 
Bethlehem Received Endowment Fund  

Legacy Gift In Memory of Elaine Roth 
 

Bethlehem has received an 

Endowment gift in memory 

of Elaine Roth.  This gift 

will continue giving through 

the years, as part of the  

annual endowment  

distribution to support the 

ministries. 

 

The Bethlehem Endowment 

Committee and community 

express their gratitude for 

this generous legacy gift.   

 

Elaine’s son, Bill Roth, shared the following sentiment on 

his mother’s behalf:  "Elaine loved her church and  

included the church in her estate planning through a gift to 

the Endowment Fund. Her family encourages all members 

and friends of Bethlehem to consider the church in their 

estate planning." 

Reformation  
A Story Worth Celebrating 
 

In sleepy Wittenberg, Germany, 500 years ago, Martin Luther nailed to a church door 95 ideas that he wanted to see debated 

to improve the church of his day. Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, is a small part of that legacy today!  This fall, we 

join with Christians around the world celebrating the unfolding story of God’s grace in action started by the teachings of  

Martin Luther. Through the Small Catechism, we’ll explore key ways Luther cuts through the red tape of religion and  

continually pushes us to see God’s lovingkindness - for us. What is the Reformation summed up in one word? Grace! 
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It's hard to believe that a 
new school year will be 
starting very soon!  We 
recently wrapped up our 
very first Pre-K Summer 
Adventures and the  

students really enjoyed themselves.  Pre-K 
Summer Adventures was an opportunity for 
the incoming 2017-2018 Pre-K students to 
become more familiar with the Pre-K setting 
and to help them feel more comfortable on 
the first day of school.  Our week included 
stories, crafts, music, outdoor play, Bible 
time, and some summertime fun.  We can't 
wait for what the upcoming school year has 
in store for us! 
 

We are also excited 
to welcome Mrs. 
Cathie Murphy as our 
Pre-K Assistant.   
Cathie recently  
retired after 36 years 
with the Aberdeen 
School District as a 
Speech and Language 
Pathologist.  We are 

so blessed to have her in the classroom! 

Staffing Updates  

Jodi Schwan, Director of  
Welcoming and Serving, has  
accepted a position with the 
Groton Area School District.   
This will be a very good transi-
tion for Jodi and her family as 
she will be able to work in the 
community in which they live.   
 
The Bethlehem community is 
deeply grateful for the time Jodi 
has dedicated herself to and 

served our congregation and community. Jodi has left a  
significant imprint in our ministry, particularly with her serving 
heart and compassion for “hungry tummies” and people in 
need of critical resources, as well as helping people connect 
with their ministry passions both here at Bethlehem and in the 
community.  
 
More details regarding this staffing transition will be communi-
cated as plans are finalized. Thanks for holding Jodi, the minis-
tries she tended to and this staff transition in prayer.  If you 
have questions, you are invited to contact Janis Heier, Director 
of Administration or one of the Pastors. 
 
 

 
The Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church community wishes to 
extend our gratitude to Ron 
Parker, who resigned from the  
Coordinator of Contemporary 
Worship position, to pursue his 
professional music career full-
time. 
 
Ron shares this message with 
you:  “I have served with you 
for 5 and a half years now.  It 
has been a great journey and I 
am privileged to have been able 
to make it with you.  At this 

point in my life, God has been stirring my heart to make some 
changes. I will be taking this time and focusing on teaching 
piano and furthering my music career. Thank you for the fruit-
ful years of service.”  
 
The people of Bethlehem are grateful for Ron’s skill and  
expertise.  The Worship Ministry and Human Resource Teams 
are tending to this staff transition.  Ron’s last day of service will 
be Wednesday, September 6th.  A reception is tentatively 
planned after worship to celebrate Ron’s time as a staff partner 
with Bethlehem. 

Casey Hundstad joined the part-time 
maintenance staff in June.  Please welcome 
Casey to our staff team.  Casey’s duties  
include cleaning, preparing rooms for events 
and outdoor lawn and grounds work.  Casey 
will be a Senior at Central High School in 
the Fall. 
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Receiving a Bible is an important milestone in one’s 
faith life.  As such, we would like to thank the congregation for 

their continued support in providing Bibles for children of  
Bethlehem.  Students entering grade three receive an NRSV Bible 
and those starting the preschool class receive a story Bible.  This 
is a very worthwhile investment as these Bibles are used at home 
and church. 
 
We will be handing out Bibles and celebrating with families at 
the 8:30 and 10:00 services on August 27th and the 6:15  
service on August 30th.  Families – If you have a child who should 
be getting a Bible, be looking for a reminder postcard a week or 
two before these dates.  Your child will only get a postcard and 
have a Bible ready if they are registered for Christian Education 
(either Sunday or Wednesday School) so please do this promptly 
if you haven’t already done so.  We look forward to seeing you 
soon! 

Sunday School will begin on 
September 10th this year.  As a 

reminder, class starts at 9:40.  Come a 
little early the first week to find your class 
and get situated.  Class lists will be posted 
on the doors at each entrance and in the 
narthex.  We will start with a regular 
week including a little get-to-know-you 
time and then the first lesson.  Parents 
are invited to participate in adult educa-
tion opportunities that are happening or 
to have some fellowship time with others 
in the Hub or the Fellowship Hall.  If you 
have any questions, Melissa Zastrow,  
Director of Children’s Ministries, will be 
out and about and will be happy to help. 
 
 

Wednesday School will 
begin on September 13th. 

Wednesday School begins at 4:45 p.m.  
While we encourage being on time, most 
teachers are coming right from work so 
please don’t come too early and be sure 
your child’s teacher is here before  
dropping your child off.  Room  
assignments will be available at all  
entrances and in the narthex the first 
week.  Students can report to their rooms 
right away this first week to meet their 
teachers and get organized for the year.  
Melissa Zastrow, Director of Children’s 
Ministries, will be out in the halls and will 
be happy to help kids find their way and 
to answer any questions parents may 
have. 

Help Wanted! 
 

It’s that time of year again.  With Christian Education starting up 
soon, we are looking for volunteers!   
 

Comments from last year’s teachers include… “It was so easy!”  “I 
am amazed at the depth of thoughts some of the (older) kids had 
with this lesson!”  “The kids are so fun!”  “Put me down to teach 
again next year!”  “I learned things about that Bible story that I 
had never noticed before.”  “Thanks for the prize!” 

 

The time commitment for teaching is actually not too much.  We 
meet for 26 weeks this year, and class is an hour.  Many teachers, 
especially on Sunday, have a partner that they trade off with 
which means it is only 13 hours out of the whole school year. 
While many who were involved last year have already indicated 
they’d love to return, we always need new volunteers as people 
move away, switch around to help with new programs, and high 
school students graduate.  If you enjoy children, we can find a 
way for you to help.  You don’t have to be a Bible expert or even 
an expert at children.  Our programs run Sunday morning  
between services and Wednesday afternoons from 4:45 to 5:45.  
If you can help at any of these times or would just like more  
information, talk to Melissa Zastrow, and she’ll help find a good 
fit for your skills and interests.   
 

Training for all Christian Education volunteers will be on  
Tuesday, August 29 at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  If you can’t 
make that, you can schedule a time to get your materials and 
training information. 
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I am sure all of us have our own definition of 
what the good life is, I know I sure did.  As I  
entered into this unknown journey of co-
shepherding 17 youth to Duluth MN I was clearly 
not prepared for the joys, challenges and growth 
I would see in these kids as they stepped out of 
their lives to provide for the community of  
Duluth. I certainly wasn’t prepared for changes 
within myself.  I would like to thank the  
Bethlehem congregation for giving these kids the 
opportunity to grow in their faith, to feel the joy 
that comes with serving others and making a 
difference in people’s lives. I am so proud of all 
the hard work they did and of our congregation 
for all the support they have given them.  I asked 
my son to tell me what this mission trip meant to 
him.  He stated “when I first arrived in Duluth and 
to my work sites, I thought wow we can really 
help this town. By the end of the week I realized 
how much this town helped me”.  

 ~ Becky Snell, Mission Trip Shepherd 

Wednesday School  
Service Projects 

We are adding an aspect of service to our Wednesday 
School program for students in grades 1-5 this year.  
The current plan is for these students to have six  
rotations with a one session service project after each 
rotation.  We are looking for donations to help make 
these activities possible.  For the projects we have 
planned for this fall, we will need rocks with a fairly 
smooth surface (so kids could paint and write on them) 
and fleece in one and a half or two yard increments.  If 
you would like to contribute financially instead of  
purchasing products, we could use Walmart or Hobby 
Lobby gift cards to purchase the fleece.  Also, if you 
have certain types of insurance through Thrivent, you 
can apply for a Thrivent Action Team grant which could 
help us get this program started.  See Melissa Zastrow, 
Director of Children’s Ministries with any questions. 

First Communion Class 
 

We will be offering First Communion classes this fall 
and will be celebrating First Communion at the 
10:45 service on Sunday, October 15.   
 
Students and parents choose ONE of the following 
class times to attend: Sunday, October 1 at noon or 
Saturday, October 8 at 10:00 a.m.  Classes will be no 
more than an hour and a half, and your presence is 
required the entire time.  Though any age is wel-
come, the class is geared toward upper elementary 
aged children.  Older kids (middle or high school) 
are certainly welcome as well if they would like to 
know more about this sacrament.   
 
Registration with the church office is required.   
Contact Melissa Zastrow, Director of Children’s  
Ministries, with any questions.  
 
How do I know when my child might be ready for 
communion? 

 They are showing interest and asking questions 
about communion. 

 You think they will be able to appreciate and 
trust the promise in the words “given and shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins.” 

 They are able to open their hands as they ap-
proach the server to indicate they will receive 
communion. 

Animals in the Bible – The September 

2017 Bible Reading Plan is all about ANIMALS in the 
Bible.  Gather your own children and make a list of as 
many animals in the Bible as you can before getting 
your handout from the window in front of Melissa’s 
office.  See if any from your list are part of this month’s 
stories.  The handout has Bible stories, questions, an 
activity, and a prayer you can pray together as a family.  
Grab your copy today.  Kids can get a prize from  
Melissa if they bring back the sheet signed by a parent!  

Middle School Mission Trip Reflection 
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***** NEW ***** 

Wednesday Night Christian Ed Schedule for 
Route 67, Bridge8 and 9th Grade Confirmation 

 

7:00-8:00 
 

Begins September 13 

June 27 - July 1, 2018 Houston, TX 
Open to Kids Currently in Grades 9-12 

 
National Gatherings are another step in the faith devel-
opment of kids, only on a larger scale.  Join over 30,000 
kids and shepherds as we gather in NRG Stadium for our 
Nightly Mass Gathering which includes worship, singing, 
listening to bands and hearing some AWESOME speakers!  
We’ll serve as Jesus served and build relationships as  
Jesus did.  We’ll learn about our own faith and what we 
believe.  Community Life Activities, Interactive Learning 
and exploring this beautiful city are also part of the  
experience! 
 

Registration Form and a $150 Non-Refundable deposit 
are due by September 30, 2017. 

 
Visit www.elca.org/gathering for lots more information! 
 
Talk to Denny if you have questions. 

. 

 

Kids and Parents 

ORIENTATION 
 
 

 
 
 
 

What is Route 67? 
Plans and Expectations.   

 

Not Registered?  Forms in “stuff rack”  
outside Denny’s office or register online at 

www.bethlehemaberdeen.org. 

Talk to Denny if you have questions.    

Sunday  
9/10 9:40 AM 
Youth Center 

Wednesday 
9/13 7:00 PM 
Youth Center 

 

 

Kids and Parents Orientation 
 

 
 

What is Bridge8? 
Plans and Expectations  

 

Not Registered?  Forms in “stuff rack” outside Denny’s 
office or register online at: www.bethlehemaberdeen.org 

 

Talk to Denny if you have questions. 

Sunday 
9/10 9:40 AM 

Denny’s Office 

Wednesday 
9/13 7:00 PM 

Re-Creation Center 

High School  
Sunday Nights  

Open to all high school students.  Sunday evenings 
this fall (beginning September 10) from 6:30-8:30.  
Watch for more information coming soon!    
Questions? Just ask Sanessa at 225-9740! 

High School Valleyfair Trip 
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September Study & Share 
 

Study and Share Bible study will be held on Saturday, September 
9, 2017 at 9:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room.  The study is entitled 
The Apostles’ Creed – We believe in God…  There will be copies of 
the study available, if needed.  All women are welcome! 

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Piecemakers Quilt Sale 

 
Piecemakers will be holding a quilt 

sale in the narthex on Sundays,  
September 24 and October 1 from 

8:00 a.m. to 12 noon.  $40 per quilt.  
For more information contact the 

church office at 225-9740. Thank you 
for your support and donations. 

Donna Alberts, Brenda Glasford, Joan Ernst, 

Crystal Swenson, Cathy Durst, Ruth Wood, 

Donna  Borchard, Susan Brick, Kathy Harris, 

Stacey Pence, Jessica Rehder, Dee Sanderson 

and Pastor Rhia represented Bethlehem at the 

WELCA Triennial Gathering in July.  Over 

3,300 women diverse in age, region and ethnic 

background each bringing their own experi-

ences, gifts and personalities provided thought 

provoking and empowering ideas regarding how we as Women of ELCA have a strong impact on the church. WELCA 

is all about raising up healthy women in girls to each be part of the important work as children of God in this world we 

live in. To get involved in WELCA contact Susan Brick 228-3492 or Pastor Rhia at 225-9740.  Next Triennial will be 

2020 in Phoenix! 

Women of the ELCA  

Triennial Gathering 
July 13-16, 2017 

Minneapolis, MN 

Aging Gracefully 
A group gathering to celebrate faith, community and education. 

 

Join with others the second Tuesday of each month at 2:00 p.m. in 
the East Fellowship Hall.  Watch for details about the September 
gathering coming soon! 

Senior Health and Resource Fair  
is coming to Bethlehem! 

 

Mark your calendars!  We’re bringing back the Senior Health & 
Resource Fair after a four year absence and it’s going to be bigger 
and better than ever!   Thursday, October 5th from 1 - 4 p.m. at 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church. 
 

A free informative fair for those looking for resources, programs, 
and services provided in the area.  Screenings and testing available 
on site.  Flu shots are also available (bring your Medicare card).  
Featured expert speakers discussing: Mental Health & Art Therapy, 
Living a Healthy Lifestyle, Caregiving, Technology, Advanced  
Directives, and more.  Staff from the Alexander Mitchell Library 
(soon to be K.O. Lee Aberdeen Library) will be available to assist 
you with questions or with setting up your Smart Phone, IPad,  
E-Reader, etc.  Come and enjoy free refreshments!  

 

Grief & Loss Workshop 
 

Many of us have been faced with  

seasons of grief or loss within our 

lives.  It can be a struggle to let go of 

the past and embrace the future.  If you 

have found yourself going through  

transitions due to divorce, death of a 

loved one, job changes, relationship 

changes or any kind of loss, this 
workshop is for you.  In a creative 

way, we will be taking old and broken 

things and transforming them into a 

beautiful new piece of art.  You do not 

need to be artistic to attend!  Saturday, 

October 21st, 10:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.  

Light lunch will be served.  $10  

registration fee to cover materials and 

lunch.  Register at the church office. 



7 

 

Financial Update 
(This message is a summarized version of the Financial Update that 
Doug Vogt, Financial Resource Team Member, recently presented 
in worship.) 
 

During one of our 
monthly Financial  
Resource Team meet-
ings, we had a very  
interesting discussion 
about the different moti-
vations people have for 
giving to the church. 
Some examples of these  
motivations are: 
 
1. Compassion: 
“sharing, caring, giving, 
loving, serving and  
supporting.” 

2. Community:  “good fun, good times, fellowship, affiliation, 
belonging, a sense of family and home” 

3. Challenge: “accomplishment, attainment, achievement” 
4. Reasonability: “data, analysis, logic and thinking that it makes 

good sense” 
5. Commitment: “dedication, faithfulness, duty, obligation, 

vows, loyalty” 
 
As I pondered these varied reasons, I realized that my beliefs and  
motivations are a direct result of the incredible role models I had 
in my parents.  When I talked to my wife Kim about this, we both 
agreed that we were both very lucky to have had such wonderful 
teachers of the faith as we were growing up and then becoming 
adults.     
 
For us, the opportunity to follow the footsteps of the wonderful 
examples passed on to us from our parents is the central part of 
our lives with God.  We draw from all five of the examples of 
motivations for giving and the feeling we get from being a part of 
Bethlehem is so rewarding. 
 
The summary of Bethlehem’s financial update is based on  
information through the end of June.  Giving remains at an all-
time high for the first 6 months of the year, so on behalf of the 
FRT, thank you for your commitment and generosity. The year to 
date net operating for our General Fund does however; reflect an 
operating deficit of $69,700. 
 
As we begin our journey through the next 6 months, I would ask 
you to join me in prayer: 
 Grant us the spirit of sacrifice to always seek your will and 
 to share our gifts with our brothers and sisters.  May we be 
 good stewards of all we have received to help build the 
 kingdom of love and justice here on earth. Amen. 

Bethlehem Lutheran  

Piecemakers are  

looking for the  

following supplies to  

complete school kits 

 Wide or college rule 70-sheet spiral 

notebooks 

 Blunt end scissors 

 Black or blue ballpoint ink pens 

 16 or 24 count boxed crayons 

 2.5 inch erasers 

 Masking tape 

These items are on sale now so please  

consider picking up a few extras when 

shopping for your back-to-school supplies. 

Completed school bag "kits of care" are 

donated to Lutheran World Relief to be 

distributed to children in need around the 

world. Your donations are greatly  

appreciated and can be dropped off at the 

church office. These kits help children  

living in poverty continue their learning 

experience that leads to a better life for 

them, their families and their communities. 

For more information, please visit their 

website lwr.org or call the church office 

605-225-9740. 
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Bethlehem Choir rehearsals begin Sunday, September 17 at 9:40 a.m. in the Music Room.  All 

singers, middle school age and up, are welcome.  Come as often as it works in your schedule - even if it is only part of 
the year.  Bethlehem Choir rehearses between worships most Sundays during the school year and sings many Sundays - 
usually at the 10:45 worship.  Bethlehem Choir sings on Christmas Eve and Easter Sunday, as well as other festive times 
of the year- including the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation which we are celebrating this fall.   
 

BLC Handbell rehearsals begin Monday, September 18 at 5:15 p.m. in the sanctuary.  New hand bell  

ringers are welcome.  If you have never played hand bells before and are curious to know more about being trained, 
contact Kris through the church office.   
 

Do you play an instrument or sing and would like to share your music as part of worship?  Contact 

Sanessa or Kris by calling the church office to get started.  Musicians of every age are welcome at all our weekly  
worships.  The Bethlehem music staff is here to help you get connected with other musicians. 
 

Vocal Works is a vocal ensemble (ages high school and up) that rehearses two Wednesday evenings a month 

from 5:15- 6:00 and sings one Sunday a month - usually at the 8:30 worship.   Vocal Works is also equipped to sing for 
other festive and dramatic worship events throughout the school year.  Our first rehearsal of the season is  
Wednesday, September 20 at 5:15 p.m. in the Music Room.  Bring your calendars. Come and sing as many months 
that work in your schedule. 
 

Invited:  Folks to run PowerPoint at all our Sanctuary and Re-Creation Center worships.  Training provided by 

current PowerPoint Team members.  Curious? Pull up a chair and sit alongside one of our PowerPoint techs during wor-
ship to check it out, or contact Kris through the church office. 
 

Invited:  Folks to run sound at all our Sanctuary worships.  Training provided by Jeremy Kalt, Bob Severson and 

the rest of our Sound Team.  Stop by the sound board and visit with any of our sound techs if you have questions, or 
contact Kris through the church office. 

President Reed Rasmussen called the meeting to order.  
Pr. Kevin Bergeson led devotions. 
 

Membership Changes:   
MEMBERS ADDED 
Baptisms: Westley Allan Aldrich 5/20/2017; Kenna Jo 
Fellbaum 5/20/2017; Nora Marie Link 5/20/2017;  
Mason Jayde Link 5/20/2017; Rylee Jo Link 5/20/2017; 
Jaxson John Stephen 5/24/2017; Nathan Eugene Atkins 
5/24/2017; Kate Elizabeth LeFebvre 5/28/2017; Dani 
Jean Erickson 6/10/2017; Bryce Remington Ehrk 
6/11/2017; Bethany Lynn Peterman 7/16/2017 
  
New Members (rec’d on 5/27, 5/28 & 5/31): 
Jason, Audra, Jayden & Bailey Engel; Carly Evans;  
Lacey Hilgemann; Kyle & Shelby Kraemer; Deb  
Silvernagel 
 

MEMBERS REMOVED: 
Deaths: Doris Dahme 5/26/2017; Joe Atkinson 
6/16/2017; Laverne Kraft 6/16/2017; Elaine Roth 
6/22/2017; Joyce Mertz 6/30/2017; Howard Darcy 
7/3/2017 
 
Transferred: 
Vicky Dix transferred her membership to Spirit of Joy Lu-
theran Church in Sioux Falls, SD 5/25/2017 
 
At Own Request: 
Ada Armstrong removed her membership at her own 
request on 5/31/2017 
 
Collaborating – Reports of the work of teams were 
shared.   
 
Meeting closed with prayers of thanks and help. 

Joint Commission Meeting Highlights 
July 18, 2017 
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MEET THE LEADERS OF BETHLEHEM 
Scott Stolle  - Human Resource Team Commissioner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On what team are you currently serving at BLC?   I  
currently serve as the Joint Commission representative for 
the Human Resource Team. 
 
Have you served on any teams in years past at BLC? I was 
a member of the Human Resource Team. I also served on 
the Building Committee for the Creating Room at the Table 
expansion.  I have served on two Call Committees, and help 
the church with its technology needs. 
 
Background:  I grew up on a ranch near Hecla, SD and 
moved to Aberdeen after college when I got a job at Avera. 
 
Family:  My wife of 31 years, Crystal, and three daughters 
Mariah (National University of Natural Medicine, Portland 
OR), Jessica (working as a teacher and preparing for her 
upcoming wedding in October, Moorhead, MN) , and  
Autumn (Creighton University College of Nursing, Omaha, 
NE) 
 
Work:  I have been with Avera for 34 years.  I worked in the 
biomedical department for six years, before accepting a  
position in the information technology department, where I 
have had numerous job titles, currently working as the  
Regional Technology Manager. 
 
Hobbies:  I like to build things, from doing remodel jobs on 
our home to building bag toss games.  I enjoy reading (John 
Grisham is one of my favorite authors). I keep active by  
running, waterskiing, playing volleyball, golf, and racquetball. 
 
How long have you been a member of BLC?   
Approximately 17 years. 
 
What brought you to Bethlehem?  My wife and I had  
separate church homes, and once our children started going 
to Christian education, we decided it was time to find a 

common church.  We went to several churches in the  
community, and after we came to Bethlehem it just felt right 
and we did not look any further.  People were friendly and 
we felt welcomed. 
 
What keeps you at Bethlehem?  This is just a great place to 
worship.  The Pastors are all awesome, the staff is great, and 
the congregation is very engaged in wanting Bethlehem to 
be a place for the community.  “All are Welcome” is not just 
a slogan for us, it is how we live and grow our faith.  
 
How have the ministries at BLC affected your life and your 
faith?  Being part of a church family that is committed to 
serve, wants to continue to grow (both physically and spirit-
ually), and isn’t satisfied with the status quo, makes you  
challenge yourself to grow and serve as well. 
  
How has your involvement with your team affected your 
perspective of this church and/or yourself?  Working with 
committees and teams gives you a behind the scenes look 
at all the work that goes into keeping things running so 
smoothly.  Bethlehem is so much more than the four  
worship services that are provided every week.  It is a small 
business, with some excellent and dedicated staff that keeps 
everything running smoothly.  I think many members would 
be surprised at the amount of time that staff works each 
week.  Most of our team meetings are after normal work 
hours and there are usually multiple staff members at the 
meetings, after they have already put in a full day. 
 
What is the biggest challenge placed before your team?  
As with any business there are always some challenges that 
need to be addressed.  Working on the Human Resources 
Team, we get to help with the interview process, review job 
descriptions, and collaborate on ways to keep the staff  
functioning as a team. 
 
If you had to pick one current ministry at BLC you think 
instrumental for the future development of this church, 
what would that be?   There are multiple teams for a  
reason; it allows each one to focus on specific areas.  This 
method allows each team to set priorities in their specific 
area.  Every team is important to the overall success of the 
church, so I don’t think any one team is more instrumental 
or important than another.  If any of the teams were to be 
eliminated their area of focus would suffer. 
 

Autumn, Mariah, Scott, Crystal and Jessica Stolle 
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MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS 
Mortgage Fund Memorials 

Given in memory of Tina Beisch by: Gary & Dlon Kvernevig 
Given in memory of Elsie Jacobson by: Gary & Dlon Kvernevig 
Given in memory of Joe Atkinson by: Harriet Heupel, Terry &  
Lorelei Gilchrist, Leland Hammer 
Given in memory of Elaine Roth by: Del & Ruth Wood, Harriet 
Heupel 
Given in memory of Joyce Mertz by: Del & Ruth Wood 
 

Milestone Ministry Memorials 
Given in memory of Doris Dahme by: Joycel Goodrich 
Given in memory of Joe Atkinson by: Pam Flagtwet 
Given in memory of Elaine Roth by: LaRheta Fulker 
Given in memory of Joyce Mertz by: LaRheta Fulker 
 

Education Memorials 
Given in memory of Joe Atkinson by: Dallas & Joan Solberg, John 
& Carol Schuck, Delores Deibert, Patsy Weigel 
Given in memory of Elaine Roth by: John & Carol Schuck,  
Irene Bower, James Finley Family, Pam Flagtwet, George & Ruth 
Casanova, Joan & Dallas Solberg, Patsy Weigel, Audrey Anderson, 
Anonymous  
Given in memory of Joyce Mertz by: Pam Flagtwet, Patsy  
Weigel 
 

Wednesday Night Supper Memorials 
Given in memory of Warren Foss by: Joan Foss 
Given in memory of Elaine Roth by: Bernice Olson and  
Claudia Kapp 
 

General Fund Memorials 
Given in memory of Joe Atkinson by: Lonny & Dianne  
Helfinstine, Sandra Maier, Jerome & Joyce Pfeiffer, Bill & Linda 
Roth, Doris Allbee, Arliss Alberts, Roger & Karen Youngman, Lola 
Mydland, Marcella Bunsness, Marlene Hoines 
Given in memory of Elaine Roth by: Don & Linda Fischer, Robert 
& Nancy Janssen, Delores Deibert, LaFay & Sharon Schipke, Ely 
Rud, Larry & Charlotte Akkerman, Marcella Bunsness, Brenda  
Glasford, Don & Carolyn Lang, Janis & Eloy Heier, Doug & Kim 
Vogt, Arliss Alberts, Helen Anderson, Pam Flagtwet, Sandra  
Kleinknecht 
Given in memory of Barbara Jo Peterson by: Brenda &  
Lonny Bahr, Crystal Swenson, Nancy & Joe Hartung 
Given in memory of Joyce Mertz by: Bill & Linda Roth 
Given in memory of Howard Darcy by: Brenda Glasford 
Given in memory of Dorothy Schwab by: Crystal Swenson, Mary 
Walker, George & Ruth Casanova, Marvin & Merry Kalt, Gordon & 
Dorene Nelson 
 

Landscaping/Garden Memorials 
Given in memory of Joe Atkinson by: Joe & Char Akkerman 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Memorials 
Given in memory of Pat Omland by: Harriet Stave 
Given in memory of Elaine Roth by: Harriet Stave 
 

Worship and Music Memorials 
Given in memory of Joe Atkinson by: Irene Bower, Al & Carol 
Reuer 
Given in memory of Elaine Roth by: Ron & Jean Johnson, Stan & 
Kari Jung, Joann Eisenbeisz, Roland & Julie Storly, Jerry & Susan 
Brick, Sonnie & Diane Beaman, Roger & Lana Rozell, Al & Carol 
Reuer, Betty Pinkerton 
Given in memory of William Schaunaman by: Maxine Holmes 

Given in memory of Joyce Mertz by: Betty Pinkerton, Wayne & 
Judy Koester 
 

Kitchen Fund Memorials 
Given in memory of Elaine Roth by: Jerome & Joyce Pfeiffer, Lon-
nie & Judy Anderson, Kay & Phil Van Dover, Connie Walker, 
Marge Wipf 
Given in memory of Joe Atkinson by: Audrey Anderson 
Given in memory of Joyce Mertz by: Roger & Karen Youngman 
 

Altar Candle Memorials 
Given in memory of Elaine Roth by: Marlys Sutten 
Given in memory of Joyce Mertz by: Marlys Sutten 
Given in memory of Howard Darcy by: Marlys Sutten 
 

Piecemakers Memorials 
Given in memory of Joyce Mertz by: Mary Walker, Connie Walker 
Given in memory of Dorothy Schwab by: Mary Walker  
 

Unrestricted Memorials 
Given in memory of Joyce Mertz by: Joan Ernst, Vernon & Carolyn 
Schmidt, Donald & Ruth Claeys, Joyce Kiesz, Marion & Ron Frazier, 
Delores Deibert, Jerry & Susan Brick, Oscar & Carol Fiedler, Al & 
Carol Reuer, Brenda Glasford, Lori Zimbelman, Dean & Debbie 
Mertz, Beverly Likness, Joann Eisenbeisz, Jon Mertz 
Given in memory of Elaine Roth by: Carol & Harlin Knecht 
 

Social Concerns Memorials 
Given in memory of Joe Atkinson by: Maxine Dinger, LaRheta 
Fulker  
Given in memory of Elaine Roth by: Nancy Stange, Beverly  
Likness, Oscar & Carol Fiedler, Selma Miller-Bedwell, Milliscent & 
Evan Harris, Linda Siefkes 
 

Handrail Project  Memorials 
Given in memory of Joe Atkinson by: Dean & Martha Salzsieder, 
Susan Siefkes, Linda Siefkes, Jerry & Susan Brick, Joann Eisenbeisz, 
Oscar & Carol Fiedler, Louise Clark, Brenda Glasford, Doug & Kim 
Vogt, Sonnie & Diane Beaman, Joe Atkinson Family, Darlene Atkin-
son 
 

Globe Offering Memorials 
Given in memory of Joyce Mertz by:  Florence Barton 
 

Hearing Looping Memorials 
Given in memory of Elaine Roth by: Linda Ellis & Zelda Chapel 
 

General Fund Honorarium 
Given in honor of Naomi Alexander’s 99th Birthday by: Bill & 
Linda Roth, Ruth & George Casanova 
Given in honor of Ben Benson’s Birthday by: George & Ruth Cas-
anova 
 

Hearing Looping Honorarium 
Given in honor of Naomi Alexander’s 99th Birthday by: Linda Ellis 
& Zelda Chapel 
 

Education Honorarium 
Given in honor of Loren & Gayle Steele’s 50th Wedding Anniver-
sary by: Don & Carolyn Lang 
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June 2017 Financial Summary  

GENERAL FUND    

Income Statement  MTD    2017 YTD  

Revenues    $              98,600    $             611,776  

Expenditures   $            109,246    $             681,559  

Net Operating  $             (10,646)   $              (69,783) 

    

Summary of Assets & Liabilities    

Cash & Cash Equivalents  $            232,072    

Payables due within 15 days  $             (21,697)   

Due to Restricted Funds  $                  (832)   

Reserved for Others/Designated accounts  $             (55,252)   

Due to Construction Fund  $           (112,851)   

Total Available Unrestricted Cash  $              41,440    

    

MORTGAGE & FUTURE MAINTENANCE FUNDS    

Income Statement  MTD    2017 YTD   

Revenues, Investment Activity & Other Sources   $              19,237    $             127,266  

Expenditures   $                7,741    $             126,011  

Net Operating   $              11,496    $                 1,255  

    

Summary of Assets & Liabilities    

Cash & Cash Equivalents  $            144,490    

Due from General Fund  $            112,851    

Total Mortgage Fund Assets  $            257,342    

    

Future Maintenance Account Cash Assets  $              74,611    

    

Mortgage Loan Payable  $          2,173,528    

    

SPECIAL DESIGNATED FUNDS    

Restricted Accounts (Social  Concerns, WELCA & Restricted Memorials &   $              62,012    

Endowment Fund  $            474,607    

Creating Room at the Table  

Nicaragua 
 

The remaining portion of the Creating Room at the 

Table funds designated for Nicaragua have been 

allocated with $3250 for the Green Project (helps 

farmers modernize resources for agricultural  

development throughout villages in Nicaragua) and 

$3250 for Global Health Missions (helps the  

residents of Nicaragua learn about care for their 

bodies).   
 

These allocations will be given to the South Dakota 

Synod who will then share them with our partners 

in Nicaragua.   

Thank you to our 

church family for your 

generosity.  The  

memorials for  

Joe Atkinson went 

toward hand rails in 

the East Hallway.   

 

Thank you also to the 

pastors, staff, and all 

who participated in 

the funeral service.  
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We are a family of God 
journeying together in 
faith, touching lives by 

Welcoming, Worshiping, 
Teaching and Serving. 

US Postage  
PAID 

Permit #18 
Non-Profit Organization 

Aberdeen, SD 57401 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
1620 Milwaukee Ave NE 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 
(605) 225-9740 
www.bethlehemaberdeen.org 
office@bethlehemaberdeen.org 
 

 
 

Address Service Requested 

Fall Schedule  
Beginning Sunday, September 10  

& Wednesday, September 13  

 
Wednesdays:  

4:45 p.m. Wednesday School  
5:00 - 6:15 p.m. Supper  

6:15 p.m. Worship  
7:00 p.m. Route 67, Bridge8,  

9th Grade Confirmation 
 

Saturday Evenings:  
5:15 Worship in the Chapel  

 
Sunday Mornings:  

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship  
9:40 a.m. Education Hour  

10:45 a.m. Blended Worship  
10:45 a.m. Radio Broadcast on 

1420 AM  
 
 

Transportation is available for 
Wednesday and Sunday  

Worship, contact the church 
office for more information.  

Find us on  
 
 
 
 

facebook.com/BethlehemAberdeen 

Interested In Learning More About… 
 

Children’s Ministry (2 years old through 5th Grade) 
 Contact:  Melissa Zastrow; mzastrow@bethlehemaberdeen.org 
 
Middle & High School Ministry 
 Contact:  Denny Smook; dsmook@bethlehemaberdeen.org 
   Sanessa Lindemann; sanessalindemann@rocketmail.com 
 
Confirmation (Grades 9 & 10) 
 Contact:  Pastor Kevin Bergeson; kbergeson@bethlehemaberdeen.org 
 
Adult Education & Ministries 
 Contact:  Pastor Rhia Strohm; rstrohm@bethlehemaberdeen.org 
 
Baptism 
 Contact:  Lori Carpenter; lcarpenter@bethlehemaberdeen.org 
 
Quilting/Piecemakers 
 Contact:  LuAnne Swanson; 225-9435 
 
Music/Worship Opportunities: 
 Contact:  Kris Wollman; kwollman@bethlehemaberdeen.org 
 
New Member Orientation 
 Contact:  Pastor Rhia Strohm; rstrohm@bethlehemaberdeen.org 


